Eastern Sierra
Community Bank
eyes Bishop branch

Reglonal VP says
area’s newest

bank offers more
personalized and
localized services

By Rebecca Stow
News Staff

The bank saved Brxdgepoxt
then brought ‘their local attitude

to Mammoth and now a BlShOp )

branch-is on the horizon.
_ Eastern Sjerra  Community
Bank hopes to offer these com-
- munities a-mare personal service
compared to. the large banks in
the area
President Doug Angelo.
- Bastern Sierra, a division of
Oak " Villey - Commumty Bank,
has’a- tradltlon of opening their
banks.‘on - ‘the. 28th day of the
month. On Sept 28, 2000, they
. opened then' doors to Bridgeport.
Just this past month, they began
serving the community of
. Mammoth. - Unfortunately May
28 fell.on Memorial Day this
'year, so Mammoth opened its
doors on the 29th,

“The town of Bndgeport is
elated . Angelo said of the bank
thcre

Currently it is the only bank

~in Bridgeport. The town searched
ﬁ'anttcally for a bank to replace

- Bank.af Amenca when it decided
fo pull out of town. Residents

"consider the new bank the savmg
grace of the town. '

U Bven -
already has existing banks, it is a

matter - of wanting a. «different -
*mentallty Angelo said. Eastern -

Sierra”has ‘more flexibility and

‘managers . have ‘more anthority.

‘He said that in the larger banks
the . managers hands are’ oftcn'
tied.’

said Regional Vice- |

_the Sierra, in Qakdale,

,branch “in

though Mammoth .

" local attitude. That - mea.ns ciis-

tomers$ can work with someéne
who knows the area and the
makeup of the ‘community.
Where the big bank philosophy
is square holes and ‘square pegs,
said Angelo, Easterri Sierra’s
goal is to make it work, even
with. 2 round hole and square
peg. The loan officers will know

. the cormununity' which will help
“them make decisions on a per-

sonal basis.
The bank also offers local

'construcnon lending, a key to

serving the community. Since

-any larger banks do not under-
‘'stand- the ‘obstacles of a small

business’ .owner, Eastem Slerra
wants to fill that need.

Angelo - is currently lookmg,
for land ‘to lease, or evén an
al-eady existing bmldmg_ for the
bank in Bishop. They ‘hope to
open-their doof's within a yeat..

‘Eastern ‘Siérra - has " five
branches in Noithern, Cahfot'_ma
The branches not on. this side of
Sonora
and Modesto, are Qak .Valley
Community  Banks. - The bank
changed the nare- in order to
Jdentlfy more. _with. the: area it 'is
serving. o .

The new name was chosen
through a maJonty vote of mail-
in entry: forms. One’ couple in
Mammoth . won - $5 000 when
their names were drawn fmm
those entry forms.- 77"

_ Besxdes " Bishop,” Eastem
Slarra may look into opening- a
Mmden sor
Gardnerville: If there was aneed
and the community ‘could sup-
port it, Eastern Sietra would look
into . gomg furthcr south .of
Bxshop o :

Angelo 'ho Just bought a

house in. BlShOp, said that he is

_“lookmg forward to the Blshop
- branch” ‘which : should be the

]argest of thc three: -

Ea,stem Slerra ffers local_,





